
November 25, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the virtual board meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. via ZOOM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Commissioners Hall, Jacobson, Redland and Bommersbach were in attendance, Commissioner Gunderson was absent.     
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted several additions 
including a discussion on non-union wage increase and the county contribution to the cafeteria plan, Jill Murray regarding 
the Mahnomen Assessor services agreement, Repurchase of tax forfeited property request from Tim Poehler, purchase of 
tax forfeited property by the City of Halstad that was tabled at the last meeting, Kevin Ruud, WRWD, at 10:15 a.m. 
regarding the 1W1P, a gravel stockpile lease with Dorothy Palmer, DNR Trail Grants both presented by Highway Engineer, 
Keith Berndt; and an Enterprise Vehicle Lease Presentation as well as Sheriff Thornton addressing vehicle purchases for 
2020 and 2021.  Commissioner Redland stated that he would like to update the board on the NW Mental Health Center, 
and proposed changes to their bylaws.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt the agenda with additions.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the October 15th meeting.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the 
November 6th meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then brought forward the Affidavits of Lost Warrants for Shelly Fire & Rescue and Kristen Hanson.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the affidavits for duplicate of lost warrant, waive the bond and 
reissue the check to Shelly Fire & Rescue and Kristen Hanson.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the repurchase request from Timothy Poehler and Poehler Farms Inc to allow 
repurchase of parcel 06-2916000 and parcel 06-2807000, respectively, that have been forfeited in 2020 for failure to pay 
taxes for years 2016-2019.  A/T Hanson noted that she had checks in hand to pay the delinquent taxes as well as 2020 
taxes and fees incurred by the county.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to allow the repurchase of the two 
aforementioned properties.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Redland updated the board on Northwest Mental Health and a request brought forward to change the 
bylaws, which would eliminate some of the county representation on the board, replacing with members at large.  
Commissioner Redland noted that Polk County is dropping out of the Northwest Mental Health agreement, and also 
voiced some concerns with regard to how this may change costs for counties as well as control.  Discussion continued and 
questions were asked as to how this might affect Social Services and whether Kristi Nelson had been approached on the 
proposed changes.  Consensus of the board was that Nathan should reach out to Kristi and further discussion could be 
held during the Social Services board.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, gave her regular COVID-19 update noting the 
county is now up to 316 confirmed cases with 7 deaths.  Sarah noted that they are beginning to see the deer hunting 
spread and she is hoping that people will stay home for Thanksgiving and help to lessen the rise in COVID cases.  
Statewide there have been 276,000 confirmed cases and 3,300 deaths.  Norman County cases are mainly in the 30 to  
60- year-old categories from family and community spread.  Director Kjono noted that locally Tracy is doing a fantastic 
job on contact tracing, although not quite the same story on the state level.  Sarah also noted the state committee is 
working very hard on vaccine planning which could be a bit difficult due to the requirements for storage of the vaccines.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a request that the board grant the non-union employees a 2% 
COLA for 2021 and a county contribution of $1250 per month for the cafeteria plan.  He stated that the next negotiations 
meeting would be December 14th and he would hope that possibly the unions would settle for this offer, and if not, this 
could be adjusted in the future.  This would help him out in the payroll conversion process for 2021.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion effective January 1, 2021, to institute a 2% COLA along with a county contribution of $1250 per 
month.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays, motion carried.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the county board with a request to cancel the agreement with Mahnomen 
County for providing assessing services while they are without an assessor.  She noted that she had worked to bring them 
into compliance with a few things, but the additional workload along with the COVID staffing concerns in her own office, 
is just getting to be too much.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve canceling the Assessor’s agreement for 
providing services to Mahnomen County.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 
4 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Discussion then moved to the tax forfeited property in the City of Halstad that the city has requested to purchase as 
blighted property for the sum of $500.  This was tabled at an earlier meeting as Commissioner Redland was not in 
attendance.  After some discussion, it was decided to make the City of Halstad a counter offer on the property to keep 
some consistency within cities for purchase of blighted properties.  A/T Hanson will contact the City of Halstad with 
regard to a counter offer in the amount of $1,000.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a resolution allowing the purchase of tax forfeited land by the City of Hendrum fpr 
$1,000 to remove blighted conditions in the city.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR-11-25-2020-1 
A Resolution for Purchase of Tax Forfeited Land to Remove Blighted Conditions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the 
A/T Office.   



 
Chairman Hall called for a short break at 10:05 a.m. 
 
At 10:15 a.m. Kevin Ruud, Wild Rice Watershed District, addressed the board with regard to the 1W1P program.  Kevin 
noted that the watershed and the 1W1P committees have met and the 60-day comment period has passed and he was 
requesting a motion of support.  Commissioner Jacobson noted that he serves on the 1W1P committee and they have 
put a lot of work into this.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion supporting the submission of the Wild Rice/Marsh 
River 1W1P to the regional committee and to the full board of the Board of Soil and Water Resources for their review and 
approval at their respective December meetings.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with regard to two snowmobile grant applications for 
the Agassiz Rec Trail and Ada to Beltrami Trail.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the application 
for grant funding to MN DNR on Agassiz Rec Trail and Ada-Beltrami Trail.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Engineer Berndt brought discussion forward on snow removal for the Courthouse parking lot and the Wimmer Cabins.  
He noted that without knowing what COVID issues they may have this winter, he would like to consider having a private 
contractor responsible for cleaning these areas so as not to have to have a plow sit while they clean parking lots.  
Consensus of the board was to make contingency plans.   
 
Engineer Berndt updated the board on the online auction which brought in $60,000 or so for old equipment.  He also 
noted future plans for the Highway Dept with 2021 paving CSAH 3, pave the section between the river and the City of 
Shelly that was reconstructed in 2019.  Also noted they anticipate paving a section of CSAH 3 from Shelly to Hwy 9.  Also 
noted were plans for 2022 and 2023 for CSAH 10 between Hwy 39 and Hwy 200 which would basically use all the State 
Aid funds.  Additionally, Engineer Berndt noted he would like to pursue a Safety Funded project that was actually started 
by Engineer Swenson, which would be on CSAH 24 between CSAH 19 and Hwy 200 which needs an overlay.  He noted 
that about a mile north of 200 around the curves he would consider a T intersection which would eliminate one of the 
curves.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted for 2021 in the City of Halstad approximately 1000 feet between Hwy 75 and Third St where 
he would propose a road raise that would complete the dike project.  Additionally, Keith noted two bridges for possible 
replacement in 2021, one on CR 147 and CR 108 which were closed in 2020.   
 
Additionally, Engineer Berndt brought forward the Lease Agreement with Dorothy Palmer for stockpile of gravel.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the lease agreement with Dorothy Palmer, Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. Wong Nystrom of Enterprise Fleet Services, addressed the board beginning with an overview of working 
with Enterprise and the benefits to the county.  After considerably lengthy discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made 
a motion to approve going ahead with the Enterprise Proposal as long as County Attorney Brue does not have an issue 
with the agreement.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote, Commissioners Bommersbach, 
Redland and Hall voted in favor, and Commissioner Jacobson voted against.  Motion carried contingent on the approval 
of the agreement by County Attorney Brue.   
 
At 12:10 p.m. Commissioner Bommersbach had to leave the meeting.   
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board with regard to the County 8 Ditch Hearing that had been slated for the December 
8th meeting, asking whether we hold the hearing by ZOOM meeting or if we postpone the hearing until a later date.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to postpone the Ditch 8 Hearing indefinitely, stating he felt we should have an in 
person meeting to hold the hearing.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Discussion then centered on the Tax Forfeiture Sale which originally had been planned for December 8th, but with the 
change in the November 19th meeting, had not been published due to concerns as how to hold it, virtually, or at the Ada 
Event Center, or what.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to change the Tax Forfeiture Sale to 
December 17th at 10:00 a.m. on the courthouse lawn on the north side of the courthouse.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought before the board the need for a new Extension Committee member in Commissioner Redland’s 
District as Lynn Bitker has expressed that she is unable to continue serving on the committee.  A/T Hanson was asked to 
place an ad for an Extension Committee Member.   
 
At 12:30 p.m. discussion ensued on the proposed CARES Act business grants proposed by the Norman County EDA.  After 
some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the suggested distribution of the CARES monies per 
the recommendation of the NC EDA.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 36,574.64   Road & Bridge - $ 156,425.89  Building - $ 2,701.00 
 
Public Health - $ 1,982.13   Solid Waste - $ 2,304.37   County Homes - $ 231.99 
 
Airport Authority - $ 1,000.00  TOTAL - $ 201,220.02    
 



CARES Funding - $ 372,687.19   
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Hall reminded everyone that the December 8th meeting would be via ZOOM.   
 
At 12:42 p.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


